
 
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

HARRIS COUNTY LEGAL PREPAREDNESS TASK FORCE 
RECEIVES MODEL PRACTICE AWARD 

County Judge Emmett Commends Task Force For Their Achievements In           
Legal Emergency Preparedness  

 
Harris County Judge Ed Emmett congratulates the Harris County Legal Preparedness Task Force 
for receiving a 2008 Model Practice Award from the National Association of County and City Health 
Officials (NACCHO). NACCHO is a national organization representing local health departments 
through national policy promotion and resource and program development for the optimal public 
health of all. 
 
The NACCHO Model Practice Award recognizes outstanding local public health department 
programs that demonstrate effective collaboration, innovation, responsiveness and evaluation to a 
public health need and shares these exemplary practices among other local health departments.  
 
The Harris County Attorney’s Office and Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services 
created the Harris County Legal Preparedness Task Force in 2004 to enhance the coordination of 
public health legal preparedness issues throughout Harris County departments. As co-chairs of the 
task force, both departments oversee the management of ongoing inter-agency coordination for all 
Harris County entities involved with emergency preparedness.  
 
Task force members created standard practices for the group to ensure that the appropriate legal 
remedies and statutes exist to support effective and efficient responses to public health 
emergencies. Key initiatives have included identifying disparities in Texas statutes related to legal 
emergency preparedness and working with county legislative liaisons to successfully guide 
proposed remedies through the state legislative process. The task force also developed a round-
the-clock emergency contact list for local health authorities, county attorneys and district judges to 
expedite court-ordered action deemed appropriate and necessary to protect the public’s health 
during communicable disease outbreaks. 
 
“It is an honor to announce that the Harris County Legal Preparedness Task Force received a 
national award for their outstanding legal emergency preparedness program,” said Emmett. “Their 
collaborative efforts have produced a successful public health preparedness program that will not 
only benefit Harris County, but also other public health departments throughout the United 
States.” 
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